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2007 Season Off 
to a Good Start! 

• May’s ridership num-
bers are about  the 
same for the last sev-
eral years. 

• Memorial Day was one 
of the best ever 

• Our new group of Op-
erators are really 
pitching in to help out 
with our schedule 

• Excelsior is also hav-
ing a good start to the 
season 

• Encourage those pas-
sengers who show an 
interest in our Mu-
seum to volunteer with 
us 

• As Always HAVE FUN! 
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Minnesota Streetcar Museum 

Masthead Photo:  Duluth 
No. 265 was used for most of 
2006 while No. 1300 was 
being worked on.  This photo 
shows this well-kept car at the 
Lake Calhoun platform in the 
fall of 2006.  
(Jim Vaitkunas Photo) 

George K. Isaacs Carbarn Dedicated 

A lthough it has carried his name since last year, the George K. Isaacs Carbarn 
was officially dedicated on June 23rd.  The date was chosen to permit the entire 

Isaacs family to attend, including daughter Ginnie, who lives in New York.  Earlier 
this year, she underwrote the creation of the George K. Isaacs Carbarn sign that is 
now mounted over the door. 

J ohn Robinson (an MSM Member) sponsored the creation of a brass plaque con-
taining a likeness of George and a description of his contributions to the museum. 

The plaque is mounted on the east wall of the shop, just inside the main door.  That 
space had been used for years as an informal bulletin/display board, so it was cleared 
and cleaned to make way for the plaque.  Robinson had previously sponsored a simi-
lar plaque to honor Art Pew’s contributions to the Jackson Street Roundhouse. 

S ome 50 members and other attendees were present for the dedication.  MSM 
Chair Jim Vaitkunas presided, and comments were offered by Jim Vaitkunas, 

Byron Olsen, Scott Heiderich, Bill Olsen, and Dave Norman.  Afterwards, two 
of MSM’s three streetcars operating at the Como-Harriet Streetcar Line made a cere-
monial run to the north end of the line.  The Isaacs family rode No. 322 and sprin-
kled some of George’s ashes along the line from the back of No. 322. 

G eorge was born in White Plains, NY in 1922, the son of Jewish immigrants 
from Austria-Hungary.  From an early age he loved electric railways, riding the 

streetcars of the Third Avenue Railway and taking the electrified commuter trains of 
the New York Central and his favorite railroad, the short-lived New York, West-
chester & Boston.  He began building streetcar models in the late 1930s and eventu-
ally was recognized as a Master Model Railroader by the National Model Railroad 
Association. 
    After serving in the Navy in the Pacific in World War II, he moved to Champaign, 

IL to attend the University of Illinois.  
There he met and married Florence Hig-
gins. However, his memoirs reveal that 
he chose Champaign to be near the great 
Illinois Terminal System interurban.  In 
Illinois he met trolley fans who would 
become lifelong friends, and he remained 
an ITS fan for the rest of his life. 
    George taught high school science for 
a couple of years, before deciding to 
switch to a career in electrical engineer-
ing.  The search for employment brought 
him to the Twin Cities in 1958, where 
became an electrical design engineer for 

(Continued on page 3) 

The commemorative plaque is unveiled.  Left to 
right are Aaron Isaacs, his sisters Patti Isaacs and 
Ginnie Isaacs Cover and John Robinson who is 
reading the inscription on the plaque. 
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I t’s midsummer already—time really  does fly when you’re having fun!  A 
lot has been going on and a lot of things are being accomplished.  It’s a 

good time to say “Thanks” to the volunteers who make the Museum work.  
So many, in fact, that I won’t try to list them. 
• The Linden Hills station got a fresh coat of paint this spring.  It looks 

great!  Thanks. 
• Our long-neglected flower beds and plants along Queen Avenue South 

are being weeded, pruned, transplanted, and cleaned up.  Thanks.  (The 
plants thank you, too.) 

• We have several new Operators who have joined our ranks, and trained 
by a number of veteran Motormen.  Thanks. 

• We continue to operate the cleanest streetcars you’ll find anywhere. 
Thanks. 

• Did I mention that our cars are also in top condition mechanically?  They 
are.  Thanks. 

• We have an outstanding newsletter and perhaps the best historical publi-
cation in the rail world.  Thanks. 

• Our restoration efforts are respected by museums from coast to coast. 
(And, from what I’ve heard, in other countries as well.)  Thanks. 

• We manage to run 14 shifts every week throughout the summer -- some-
times more.  Thanks. 

• Someone has to see to it that those shifts are filled.  Thanks. 
• Overhead and rail need frequent attention to keep us running.  Thanks. 
• And there’s more, things large and small that get looked at, attended to, 

cleaned up, painted up, put away, swept away, nailed down and fixed up 
daily.  

Thanks to you all! 

B ack by Popular Demand!  The denim shirts, both long sleeve and 
short-sleeve and the black windbreaker, with the MSM logo embroi-

dered on them, that is.  Many of you have asked me when the next round of 
orders will be taken for the above mentioned denim shirts and the black 
windbreaker.  The answer is: RIGHT NOW!  Your Museum store will be 
accepting orders for the denim shirts and windbreaker until July 30th.  That’s 

so we can consolidate the order to get the quantity discount from the jobber. 

W e are also adding a new item to the exclusive MSM Member’s apparel list.  It’s a short sleeve polo shirt 
that will also have the MSM logo embroidered on the left side and your name or other inscription on the 

right side (or you can leave the right side blank).  There will be two styles of polo shirt: one yellow polo shirt 
without a pocket; and, one dark blue polo shirt with a pocket on the left side.  The special order form, with de-
scriptions and photos of the shirts can be found at our MSM website www.trolleyride.org in the Museum Store 
section.  The order form will also be e-mailed to all MSM members with that capability.  If you don’t have e-mail, 
or didn’t receive the order form by e-mail, you can call me (Merchandise Manager, Charles Barthold) at 612-
529-3428 and I’ll mail one to you. 

V olunteers will notice that back stock is now kept on the shelves behind the counter.  There are also plastic 
"Thank You" bags available for purchases.  If you run out of stock on a particular t-shirt, there are now 

blue tubs in the station basement with a supply of each t-shirt size.  Your Foreman has a key to the basement. 

Minnesota Streetcar Museum 

The Minnesota Streetcar Museum is a 
non-profit, all-volunteer organization 
with the mission to preserve and com-
municate to the public the experience 
of Minnesota’s electric street and in-
terurban railway history.  To accom-
plish this mission the Museum oper-
ates historic streetcars at two demon-
stration railways. 
Como-Harriet Streetcar Line 

Excelsior Streetcar Line 
For more information on our Museum, 
our collection of historic streetcars and 
our demonstration railways, visit our 
website: 

www.trolleyride.org 
 

The museum’s business address and 
telephone number is: 

P.O. Box 14467, University Station 
Minneapolis, MN  55414-0467 

952-922-1096 

Streetcar Currents 
July - 2007 

   Streetcar Currents is a periodic 
newsletter for the members and 
friends of the Minnesota Streetcar 
Museum. 
    Deadline for submitting items for 
the next issue of the Streetcar 
Currents is July 20, 2007. 
    Please send items to editor Jim 
Vaitkunas at the following address: 
        155 Chaparral Dr. 
        Apple Valley, MN  55124-9774 
    You can send input or inquiries by  
e-mail to:  jvaitkunas@msn.com 

  Lots of Thanks!            Rod Eaton—General Superintendent 

 Merchandise News    Charles Barthold—Merchandise Mgr 



 MSM News Update                           Louis Hoffman — Senior Superintendent 
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N ew Memberships and Donations.  We wel-
come Debra Benny, Paul Beyer, the Blank 

Family, Terrence Check and Andrea Shaker, Justin 
and Dina Conzemius, E. Truman Garrett, Brad 
Gilbert, John Guider, the Harvey Family, Darel and 
LaVerna Leipold, Amy and Joel Nelson, Liz 
Rolfsmeier, Jennifer Spiller, Alejandro and Jennifer 
Viedma, and Jennifer Will as new members.  The to-
tal number of memberships is now 262. 
     We also thank the following members and friends 
for their donations to the Annual Appeal and for other 
worthy causes that support the Museum’s many activi-
ties:  Bill Arends, R. D. Macdonald (of New South 
Wales, Australia, a long-time friend of George Isaacs), 
Phil Settergren, Jim Willmore, the Onan Family 
Foundation, and the Twentieth Century Electric 
Railway Foundation (now fully matched!) in support 
of the Carbarn Security Fund. 
    To date, we’ve received $32,090.00 from 63 mem-
berships and friends to the Carbarn Security Fund, the 
General Fund, for the George K. Isaacs sign above the 
carbarn doors, and for our membership in the Excel-
sior Chamber of Commerce:  That leaves nearly 200 
members from whom we haven’t heard!  Until we have 

enough money to complete the job, our valuable collec-
tion of streetcars sits, under protected from the ravages 
of fire and vandalism.  In addition to the two carbarn 
fires at museums that we’ve reported on, the East Troy 
Electric Railroad Museum recently experience a break-
in that resulted in severe vandalism.  Better to make a 
modest contribution now than to respond to an emer-
gency appeal later . . . 

O ther Donations Noted.  We always welcome 
donations of TCRT artifacts as these help us in-

terpret the Twin Cities’ streetcar history or sometimes 
can be used for future restorations. We therefore thank 
Byron (Barney) Olsen for his donation of several in-
teresting streetcars hardware items including a foot-
gong assembly, a conductor’s bell, two internal bell 
boxes and several other streetcar interior artifacts. 
    We also thank MSM life member Judge James D. 
Rogers for his generous donation of two Corgi models 
of a single-truck Birney car.  We plan to have one of 
our members who is a streetcar modeler paint one in 
the livery of the Fargo & Moorhead Street Railway 
since we have the body of F&M St Rwy No. 28 in our 
collection.  This model will be on display in the Linden 
Hills station as soon as the painting is done. 

Onan, where he worked until retirement. 
    When the Minnesota Transportation Museum was 
formed in 1962 to return TCRT “standard” streetcar 
No. 1300 to operation, George joined the work crew 
at the Minnesota Transfer roundhouse.  He designed 
the “goat”, the handcar-mounted generator that pow-
ered No. 1300 before overhead wire was strung.  He 
served on the Board and as MTM President during the 
1960s.  He was forever recruiting new volunteers and 
is responsible for the annual grants from the Onan 
Family Foundation. 
    When the museum secured the Lake Harriet right 
of way in 1969, George was one of the volunteers who 
laid the track, strung the overhead wire and built the 
first carbarn.  He designed the power supply.  He was 
the track crew foreman for a number of years.  Feeling 
that the museum’s loud, smelly gasoline speeder was 
not appropriate for our line, he built ETS1, the battery 
operated speeder.  He managed the first TEA21 pro-
ject that expanded the carbarn to its present size. 
    He worked on every streetcar restoration, motoriz-
ing the Chicago L car trucks that went under Duluth 
No. 265 and are now under TCRT gate car No. 1239. 

(Isaacs Carbarn Dedicated Continued from page 1) He headed the 9-year PCC No. 322 restoration.  After 
that, with old age starting to slow him down, he ceased 
being a foreman and motorman but continued to vol-
unteer twice a week in the shop, where he machined 
parts.  He was particularly proud of the replacement 
trolley wheels he manufactured and machined. 
    What most will remember about George is the force 
of his personality, which really shaped our organiza-
tional culture.  He insisted that our collection be kept 
small, but be restored and maintained to a high level—
always quality, not quantity.  As the lead person in the 
shop, he made sure that it was kept clean and orderly.  
He set the standard for project management.  The 
work followed a written plan.  Before each session he 
recruited the volunteers, laid out the needed tools and 
parts and made sure the day’s task was accomplished.  
Afterward, the work was documented for the future.  
He was known for his loud voice and gruff manner, 
but everyone knew that was just a front. 
     He was a tireless advocate for light rail transit and 
used the Como-Harriet as an LRT teaching tool when-
ever possible.  He had a world-wide network of trac-
tion contacts and he used it to advance both LRT and 
MSM whenever possible. 



PAGE 4 JULY 2007 Streetcar Currents 
 Shop Update                                              John Prestholdt — Shop Foreman 

W ork at the George Isaacs car barn has slowed down, as is common during the summer when the shop 
forces focus on outside projects and streetcar operations. We have been working on some problems with 

cars No. 1300 and No. 322 as well as some small projects and general cleanup. 
    We have finally fixed PCC No. 322's electrical problem, we hope.  As noted last month there was a short cir-
cuit problem in No. 322 that has been hopefully corrected, and we are now using “slow blow” fuses in the prob-
lem circuit. 
    The de-wire problem with No. 1300 is still a mystery but we have done several things that seem to have cor-
rected much of this problem.  We have changed the trolley wheel to a new wheel, we have adjusted the tension 
of the pole, twice, and re-adjusted the wire frog at the south passing siding switch. 
    Two notes for Foremen and Operators.  First, we have added a safety chain to each car (painted safety yellow 
and stored on the front platform) to be used in case the car gets stopped on the line with no power.  Simply loop 
the chain around one wheel to secure the car.  Second, if ANY car de-wires make sure the trolley rope in the 
retriever is pulled out ALL THE WAY, not just until you feel the rope get slack.  While this may be contrary to 
some belief let us all at least get a consistent process started that can be revised later.  Apparently some of the de-
wirings have not gotten the trolley retriever correctly reset. 

The Commemorative plaque is shown above. 

(Upper left) Here a photo of Aaron’s family who at-
tended the ceremony dedicating the George Isaacs car-
barn.  (John Prestholdt photo) 
(Lower left)  That’s Aaron Isaacs on the left making his 
remarks to the group.  Aaron’s family is in the center.  
Many more attendees are out of the photo to the right. 
(Jim Vaitkunas photo) 

 Photos of the George Isaacs Carbarn Dedication 
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for a complete list).  That’s about to change, however. 
Andy Stephens has started scanning all the Min-
negazettes, going back to the 1960s newsletters that 
preceded it.  It will take awhile, but when he’s done, 
you’ll be able to purchase complete sets on CD. 

I saacs Carbarn Sprinkler Fund.  The sprinkler 
fund has grown to a new total of $43,289 (the goal 

is $100,000).  The Onan Family Foundation, which has 
long been a faithful and generous supporter of the mu-
seum, has given a grant of $10,000.  This is notewor-
thy, because their usual annual grant has been $4000. 
At its May meeting, the Board of Directors allocated 
$10,000 from the sale of streetcar motors to the car-
barn fund.  In addition, there have been numerous do-
nations from members.  Noteworthy is $275 from Bill 
and Rose Arends, who donated the proceeds from 
their May 19th yard sale. 

L inden Hills Station garden.  In recent years the 
station garden has been somewhat neglected.  To 

get it back into shape, a committee of Dick Stoner, 
Mona Isaacs, Aaron Isaacs, Chris Heck, and Jean 
Inselman held a work session on June 19th.  They 
were joined by Bill Arends,  Keith Anderson, Leslie 
Knapp , and David Gepner.  Weeds were pulled from 
the garden; thistle and other weeds growing through 
the adjacent track ballast have been sprayed; and, nu-
merous plants have been pruned, some have been re-
moved altogether and other new ones planted.  Next 
garden work session is schedule for July 3rd at 6:30 
PM.  If you want to help call Aaron at 612-929-7066. 

P hoto and other donations.  Former World War 
II Motorette Helen Murphy has donated a CD 

containing scans of 14 photos of her and her co-
workers at Duluth Avenue Station. 
    Longtime member Byron (Barney) Olsen has do-
nated 32 TCRT photos from his collection. 

T win Cities by Trolley Publicity.  Free publicity 
for the book translates into more interest in 

streetcars and our Museum.  Since the last Currents, 
authors Aaron Isaacs and John Diers have appeared 
on KTCA Channel 2’s Almanac program, KARE-11’s 
Showcase Minnesota and WCCO radio’s Jack Rice 
Show.  There have been articles on the book in Min-
neapolis-St. Paul magazine, Good Age Senior News, 
Southwest Journal, Downtown Journal, Minnesota (the 
U of M alumni magazine), Highland Villager, Midway 
Monitor, the Pioneer Press and the Star-Tribune. In 
addition, Metro Transit is advertising the book at LRT 
stations, in its Takeout newsletter that hangs inside the 
buses and trains and in its employee newsletter. 

S ee MSM Photos at the following website: 
http://reflections.mndigital.org/  On or about July 

1st, 450 photos from the MSM archive can be viewed 
at the Minnesota Reflections website.  These are the 
best of the photos we own, and many have not been 
published. 

N ew Photo Reproduction Policy.  The MSM 
Board approved a new policy that governs the 

sale, reproduction and use of photos from the MSM 
archive.  MSM will offer digital scans of any photo it 
owns outright.  Prices vary from free for non-profit 
use, to much higher charges for commercial, for-profit 
use.  The price list basically duplicates that of the Min-
nesota Historical Society.  Scans for personal use are 
available to individuals for $10.00, or $5.00 for MSM 
members.  The new policy is now posted on the MSM 
website, in the Museum Store section.  To see the 
available photos, go to the Minnesota Reflections web-
site (above) or contact Photo Archivist Aaron Isaacs. 

S canning the Minnegazettes.  Periodically some-
one will ask if it’s possible to get a complete set of 

Minnegazettes. Currently, the answer is no, although 
we do sell individual back issues (see the MSM website 

 Archives and History Update                       Aaron Isaacs — MSM Historian 

 Excelsior Streetcar Line Update                 Bob Johnson — Superintendent 

Y ou are invited to the centennial celebration of 
TCRT No. 1239.  Mark your calendar for July 19, 

2007 from 2:00 to 4:00.  At 2:00 PM we plan to have a 
special ceremony marking No. 1239’s 100th birthday.  
We’ll have a birthday cake, a couple of display board 
with some historic photos of No. 1239.  The Mayor of 
Excelsior, Nick Ruehl will help us celebrate with a 
few words and then he’ll cut the birthday cake.  Histo-
rian and MSM member, Bill Graham will make a 
short presentation on the history of No. 1239. 

I f you haven’t yet purchased your copy of the new 
book Twin Cities by Trolley by Aaron Isaacs and 

John Diers bring your checkbook to obtain a copy 
signed by the authors.  It is an ideal companion to 
Russ Olson’s classic, The Electric Railways of Minnesota. 
    Both our operating streetcars will be on display.  
Duluth Street Railway No. 78 will be stationed at the 
Water Street platform and will be the location for the 
book signing.  No. 1239 will be operating from 2:00 

(Continued on page 6) 



 

What’s Happening? 
July 4 Independence Day early bird service at CHSL starts at 9:30 AM 
July 4 Special Independence Day operating hours at ESL—1:00 PM to 8:00 PM 
July 19-21 Excelsior “Crazy days” festival 
July 19 Special 100th Birthday Celebration for TCRT No. 1239 at Excelsior—2:00 PM 
July 19 Twin Cities by Trolley book signing event at ESL, Excelsior—2:00 to 4:00 PM 
July 21 Streetcar cleaning at CHSL—8:00 AM to 11:30 AM—George Isaacs carbarn 
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 CHSL & ESL Operations Notes                           Jim Vaitkunas—Ops Chief 
    The July 2007 Operations Schedule for both CHSL and ESL are included with this issue of the Streetcar Currents  If 
you see a vacancy that needs filling (note that there are several shifts at CHSL and ESL that are in the red or yellow 
zones) please contact Jim Vaitkunas ASAP by either a phone call (952-688-7255) or e-mail: jvaitkunas@msn.com 
    If you would like to volunteer to operate on a shift even though there is a full crew shown on the schedule of opera-
tions, please call the Foreman and talk with him/her about it.  We can especially use you on those busy weekend shifts 
at CHSL and the Thursday afternoon and Saturday morning shifts at ESL. 
    Remember that you must inform your Foreman of all substitutions or if you are forced to cancel your shift and 
please inform both Foremen if you swap shifts. 
    New Shift Times at ESL for Saturdays During July and August.  Please note that on the July  operations 
schedule (and August when it is published) ESL Saturday shift times are changed: 1st shift—9:00 AM to 12:30 PM; 2nd 
shift—12:30 PM to 4:00 PM.  We have done this to take advantage of the new Excelsior flea market in the Lyman Park 
parking lot at ESL’s Water Street platform and the potential for increased passengers from the flea market. 
    Cash Donations Made in the Linden Hills Station.  When a donation to MSM is offered to a cash register op-
erator, he/she should EITHER enter it in the cash register using the donation key and place the cash/check into the 
cash drawer OR simply place the cash/check into the donation box on the counter and NOT enter it into the register.  
Never do both. 
    Giving Tokens to Non-Paying Passengers.  One of our Foremen recently noticed a Station Agent giving a small 
child a "free" token so the child would then have their own token to drop into the fare box on the streetcar.  When 
questioned on the practice, the Station Agent replied that a Foreman previously said that was the thing to do or it was 
OK to do that.  It is our policy NOT to give small children, or other passengers who haven’t paid a cash fare (such as 
MSM Members, annual pass holders, etc.) a token under any circumstance.  Our token count on the streetcars is used 
to record the number of daily paying passengers so giving small children a “free” token will skew our token count on 
the fareboxes of our streetcars.  If/when a parent asks for a “free” token for their small child please encourage parents 
to let their kids drop their "adult" tokens into the farebox. 
    Operational and Admin Notes from Rod Eaton.  Please report any operational problems, including de-wiring, 
to me via e-mail or phone so we can deal with the problems quickly. 
    If people are interested in the next Moonlight Ride, Saturday June 30, they can buy a Day Pass.  There is a dedi-
cated register key that will ring the correct $5 fare.  “Moonlight June 30” should be written on the pass and the peo-
ple's names added to the list located in the drawer beneath the cash register. 

PM until 6:00 PM.  If you haven’t done so, plan to ride 
No. 1239 and see our car barn. We will have guides 
available to show you around. 
    Our celebration is held in conjunction with Excel-
sior Crazy Days.  Take time to explore Water Street 
and check out the bargains that will be available.  If 
you haven’t been to Excelsior lately, stroll down to 
Dunn Brothers or stop in the ice cream store, where 
you can have a nice cold treat.  There will be plenty of 
shopping available along Water Street.  Bring the fam-
ily along for a nice day of shopping, sightseeing, and 
celebrating No. 1239’s centennial. 

A s mentioned above, we have a new traffic genera-
tor on Saturdays.  The new Saturday morning flea 

(Excelsior Update Continued from page 5) 
market, located in the parking lot next to ESL’s Water 
Street platform, has already increased ridership on Sat-
urdays.  The flea market currently runs from 8:00 AM 
to 2:00 PM so we reckoned that pushing up our ESL 
start time to 9:00 AM on Saturdays would help us 
“capture” more riders.  (Flea market goers tend to ar-
rive early at such events so they can be first in line to 
get the bargains.)  The new flea market was started in 
June by the merchants of the Excelsior Downtown 
Business Association and is still somewhat of an ex-
periment.  However, it looks promising right now, and 
if the flea market operates in 2008, we plan to keep the 
same extended Saturday operations schedule for all of 
June, July and August of 2008. 


